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NICKY TEEHAN, BLUEGATE STUD

  ■ Shanahan’s Turn (Ire), 2008 g. by Indian 
Danehill out of Chanson Indienne, by Indian 
River

Nicky Teehan was understandably delighted 
to be nominated for a Connolly’s Red Mills/
The Irish Field Breeder of the Month award 
following the success of Shanahan’s Turn 
in the thetote.com Galway Plate. Alan and 
Ann Potts’ seven-year-old was winning his 
biggest prize to date, though he was a 
previous Grade 2 winner at Punchestown 
last November. Having failed to sell him at 
auction Nicky sent the then three-year-old 

to Eugene O’Sullivan and he raced once in a 
point-to-point and won. He was then due to 
be sold at DBS but was lame and could not 
travel. Sometime later he was sold privately 
and joined Henry de Bromhead. He was 
second to Mr Fiftyone in a bumper and won 
over hurdles at the second attempt. His fi rst 
two starts over fences were impressive but 
then he lost his way somewhat but came 
right back to his best at Galway. He has now 
amassed more than £140,000.

He is the best winner over jumps for his 
sire who started his stud career at the Irish 
National Stud but subsequently moved 
about and latterly stood in France. Sadly the 
dam of Shanahan’s Turn died at a young 
age having been sold back to her native 
France. Chanson Indienne is also the dam 
of the Grade 2 winning chaser Wakanda, 
by Westerner. She didn’t race herself but 
is a full-sister to a listed winning hurdler 
in France. The immediate family contains 
three Grade 1 winning hurdlers and the 
Punchestown Chase runner-up Jim.

SHEIKH MOHAMMED, DARLEY

  ■ Territories (Ire), 2012 c. by Invincible 
Spirit out of Taranto, by Machiavellian

The ultra-consistent Territories missed his 
planned engagement in the St James’s 
Palace Stakes with an abscess in his foot 
but he was at his very best when he won 
the Group 1 Prix Jean Prat recently at 
Chantilly. He has never fi nished out of the 
fi rst three in seven career starts and his 
latest victory pushed his earnings to more 
than £400,000. He is yet another top-notch 
winner for his sire Invincible Spirit who con-
tinues to reign at the Irish National Stud.

Territories is easily the best of the four 
winners to date for his dam Taranto. Last 
year he started four times and having won 
at Chantilly he then found Full Mast too 
good for him on two occasions, notably 
when runner-up in the Group 1 Prix Jean-Luc 
Lagardere. Landing a Group 3 on his reap-
pearance this year he then fi nished second 
to Gleneagles at Newmarket in the 2000 
Guineas. Andre Fabre trains Territories who 
races in the Godolphin blue. 

Taranto only raced four times and she 
won her fi rst two starts in France as a 
juvenile. She was then off the track for a 
year and placed second in a listed race on 
her fi rst start at three. Sheikh Mohammed 
will be hoping that matings with Invincible 
Spirit will be fruitful as he has a yearling full-
brother to Territories and the dam is back 
in foal to the sire. She also has a fi lly foal 
by Sepoy. Taranto is the best of fi ve winners 
from the Group 3 winner Magna Graecia 
and she is a Warning half-sister to two other 
stakes winners.

MARK MCSTAY & HUGO MERRY, 
SOMMERVILLE BLOODSTOCK

  ■ Covert Love (Ire), 2012 f. by Azamour 
out of Wing Stealth, by Hawk Wing

There were great scenes of joy in the parade 
ring following the success of Covert Love in 
the Group 1 Darley Irish Oaks. No two men 
were happier than the co-breeders of the 
Azamour fi lly, Mark McStay and Hugo Merry. 
They also had the good fortune to remain 
involved in her ownership as part of the 
Fomo Syndicate. The win was also a major 
boost to the burgeoning training career of 

Hugo Palmer, and an early wedding gift 
as he was married the following weekend.  
McStay and Merry also had another piece of 
good fortune last December when they had 
offered and failed to sell the dam of Covert 
Love at Arqana. Her value has increased 
by multiples from the €19,000 she was 
retained at last December! In February 
this year Darley sold a winning Invincible 
Spirit half-sister to the Irish Oaks winner for 
35,000gns to Graham Thorner. A Montjeu 
half-sister was unsold at £2,500 in Janu-
ary at DBS. Covert Love is now the winner 
of four of her fi ve starts and she remains 
unbeaten this year. She is the third foal 
of her dam who comes from a top-class 
Moyglare Stud family. Covert Love’s third 
dam Bubinka has established a dynasty and 
from her line has come the likes of Hong 
Kong champion Designs On Rome, the Irish 
Derby winner Grey Swallow and the Group 1 
winning juvenile Night Style.

MAURICE & PATRICIA REGAN, 
NEWTOWN ANNER STUD

  ■ Quick Jack (Ire), 2009 g. by Footstepsin-
thesand out of Miss Polaris, by Polar Falcon

Quick Jack was being called the winner of 
the Guinness Galway Hurdle months out 
from the race and he duly delivered on the 
day to scoop the most valuable prize in Irish 
National Hunt racing. The dual purpose run-
ner almost doubled his career earnings with 
this victory and he has now won six races 
and amassed almost £290,000. His dam 

Miss Polaris won a couple of races and was 
sold through Jacqueline Norris’ Jockey Hall 
Stud at the Tattersalls December Sale in 
2006 for 50,000gns to Maurice Regan who 
owns Newtown Anner Stud in Co Tipperary. 
She has already well rewarded the Regans 
as she is also the dam of their good Fastnet 
Rock colt Fascinating Rock. He has earned 
well over £200,000 with his fi ve victories 
and he was runner-up to Al Kazeem in the 
Group 1 Tattersalls Gold Cup in May this 
year. Miss Polaris is an own-sister to the 
German stakes winner Euro Falcon and two 
other winners, and a half-sister to fi ve more 
winners, three of them stakes horses. Their 
dam Sarabah was a winning half-sister to 
Gothenberg who was a stakes winner in Ire-
land, England, Italy and Germany and also 
runner-up in the Group 1 Prix de la Foret 
in France. The fi rst three foals out of Miss 
Polaris have won and her only other progeny 
to date are a two-year-old colt by Cape Cross 
and a fi lly foal by Rock Of Gibraltar.
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